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A STREET of derelict, condemned properties has been saved and restored, with the 
first show home opening this week.  
Some 240 Victorian terraces close to the Liverpool Football Club stadium in Anfield 
were spared the bulldozer following a community campaign. 
Every house on Tancred Road has been empty and tinned up for five years but locals 
fought their demolition.  
Now the three and four bedroom houses are coming back on the market – with the 
show home the first to be completed. 
Many more will be refurbished within the Rockfield regeneration area by Affordable 
Housing Development Company (AHDC) over the next three years.  
The site is in the heart of the Anfield-Breckfield Housing Market Renewal – or 
Pathfinder – area, where 1,600 properties will be cleared to make way for new 
development. 
Some £17m of Pathfinder cash has been spent in Anfield since 2003 – with a further 
£8m coming from Liverpool City Council and the Housing Corporation. Little private 
sector investment has found its way into the neighbourhood. 
Work began in Rockfield in March, after AHDC – which is privately owned - won the 
contract from the Arena Housing Association and Liverpool City Council.  
The project is taking place in five stages, the first being the renovation of 20 houses 
on Tancred Road. The street was a close-knit community less than a decade ago, but 
became a centre for crime and anti-social behaviour when families moved out. 
While the council’s Neighbourhood Renewal Assessment – the study which precedes 
regeneration – classed Rockfield as having some of the poorest housing stock in the 
area in physical terms, locals wanted improvements. 
Bill Richardson, chair of Rockfield residents’ association, fought for eight years for 
renovation. He said: “The whole trend nowadays seems to be to demolish old houses 
and then build boring little matchbox houses which most people don’t really want.  
“We have got beautiful housing stock in this city: quality Victorian houses which are 
being pulled down every day and it’s a real shame. Projects like this can stop that 
happening and that is why we have fought to get this scheme off the ground. 
“I never thought that one of these houses would ever look like this again. We’ve lived 
with the dereliction and blight so long that at times it’s difficult to see light at the 
end of the tunnel, but this house is the tangible evidence that it can be done and I 
think it will raise a lot of spirits.” 
To allow the scheme to happen, council-owned properties were transferred to Arena, 
which in turn passed it to AHDC for a nominal amount, in recognition of the risks 
associated with the project. 
AHDC has vowed to favour local people when it comes to selling the properties, with 
no developers being allowed to take them on. Buyers must commit to keeping the 
houses for a number of years. 
Eight have already been reserved, but the price tag of £140,000 could be out of 
reach for many existing Anfield residents. 
Instead, the houses – which are bigger than some in Anfield and Breckfield - could 
help attract new people into the area.  
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Liverpool Walton MP Peter Kilfoyle, due to formally open the show house on 
Thursday, believes the scheme brings new hope to one of Liverpool’s most run-down 
areas. He praised the tenacity of local people, saying: “This community has never lost 
heart and now they can see the real potential of what can be achieved.  
“They have always argued that the buildings were basically solid and worth 
preserving and they have been shown to be right. Thanks to the belief and skills of 
the AHDC this area will once again be home to a vibrant and strong community and 
that makes me very proud.” 
Pauline Davis, managing director of Merseyside Pathfinder NewHeartlands, said: “It’s 
wonderful to see the vision come to reality. We have listened to what residents said 
they wanted in this area and we are now seeing their wishes come to life.” 
Cllr Marilyn Fielding, Liverpool Council’s executive member for neighbourhood 
services, added: “The new look to Tancred Road shows what can be achieved by 
people working together. It is a very impressive scheme which shows that we do 
work with communities to produce impressive results.” 
For Dr Derek Smith, chairman of AHDC, tackling the whole Rockfield area will be key.  
“You can’t solve the problem one house at a time, but doing an entire area gives 
everybody hope that it will be a reality,” he said.  
“As a consequence optimism returns, people are more inclined to invest in the area, 
values at the end of the day also return and that makes it all commercially viable. 
“This show house is important because it shows what we can achieve, but it’s just 
the beginning of something which I believe is really exciting and important for 
Liverpool.” 
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