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BIG ISSUE IN THE NORTH, OCTOBER 2008  
 
Campaigners are considering whether to appeal after a controversial 
Merseyside regeneration plan was given the green light.  
Communities secretary Hazel Blears has approved the compulsory 
purchase of homes in the Kensington neighbourhood of Liverpool, 
which will be cleared under the Edge Lane road-widening scheme. 
This is the second time ministerial permission has been given for the 
buy-up, but local activists must decide over the next month if they 
want to challenge the process through the courts. 
Those behind the £350m Edge Lane West project say the demolitions 
are an essential part of transforming the corridor from the M62 to the 
city centre into an “urban boulevard befitting a major European city.” 
In return, Kensington – one of the most deprived communities in 
England – is promised 290 new homes, environmental improvements 
and a state-of-the-art health centre. 
But opponents are angry that it involves the clearance of almost 400 
mainly Victorian houses, and sceptical about the motives behind the 
plan. 
Group leader Elizabeth Pascoe – whose own home would be demolished 
– has previously vowed to take the fight as far as she can. 
The former architect, who is disabled and therefore has the possibility 
of being entitled to Legal Aid, said: “You don’t need to take houses 
going 100m back off both sides of Edge Lane to improve the road.  
“As far as I’m concerned this scheme’s all about profiteering at the 
expense of a poor community who can’t or won’t fight back.” 
The original CPO, brought by the regeneration agency English 
Partnerships, was confirmed in February 2006 but quashed by the High 
Court six months later following an appeal by lawyers acting on 
Pascoe’s behalf. 
A judge ruled that errors had been made during the confirmation 
process. But the detail of that ruling left the way open for another 
attempt, and an almost identical order was brought last summer. 
By the time a second public inquiry came around in January, more than 
300 of the properties were owned by Liverpool City Council.  
Among the evidence given to the inspector was a design review by the 
government watchdog the Commission for Architecture and the Built 
Environment. It warned that "there are fundamental problems with the 
proposed scheme at an urban design level, and that the material 
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submitted (in support of the project) is of sub-standard quality for a 
major scheme". 
Any appeal must be lodged within six weeks of the CPO’s confirmation 
and will delay the project – already years behind schedule and well over 
budget – even more. The closing date for submission is November 24.  
Edge Lane was meant to be finished in time for Liverpool’s year in the 
spotlight as European Capital of Culture. The first three phases were 
completed before Christmas but the battle for Edge Lane West is far 
from over.  
Pascoe and her supporters are staying tight-lipped about their plans 
but their opponents are certain that the case is won. English 
Partnerships and its partners have welcomed the CPO confirmation and 
are confident the scheme will ultimately go ahead. 
Eliot Lewis-Ward, area director for Merseyside and Cheshire, said: “The 
regeneration of the Edge Lane corridor remains of critical importance 
for Liverpool and the wider region, and will deliver significant housing, 
employment and environmental benefits for the community.”   
Cllr Warren Bradley, leader of Liverpool City Council, added: "The 
overwhelming majority of residents in this area have supported the 
plans to regenerate the Edge Lane area and they will welcome this 
decision whole-heartedly.” 
 
 


