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RESIDENTS living in a regeneration zone have hit out at the break-up of their 
community. 
Lower Broughton in Salford is being overhauled as part of a £500m regeneration 
scheme which claims to have locals “at its heart.” 
Existing streets are being pulled down to make way for more than 3,500 new homes 
and community facilities, partly funded through the government’s Housing Market 
Renewal initiative, or Pathfinder. 
The first phase - featuring 430 family houses - is almost finished and could be 
occupied within weeks. 
But not everyone is happy. Some residents feel resentful about its effect on their 
community. 
John and Kathleen Tyson spent most of their life in a two-up, two-down terrace on 
Kempster Street. They were given just £24,000 for their home, which they owned 
and had improved and extended over the years. 
Kathleen said: “Everyone in the street knew each other. You could pop across the 
street and borrow some sugar and we all looked out for each other people’s children. 
It was a real community. 
“We had to find ourselves a new home to rent. We did not have enough money to 
buy another and were too old to get a mortgage. 
“Our neighbours are scattered all over. The hearts are being ripped out of 
communities.” 
Many houses in Lower Broughton were built during the 1960s and ‘70s, when the 
area suffered what the council says was “some of the worst examples of urban 
development” in Britain. 
Back then, most of the Victorian terraced housing stock and shops in the area were 
replaced with council-owned rented housing and flats. 
The historical street pattern was replaced with dead-ends, dark corners, blocked-off 
streets and footpaths, adding to the area’s disfunctionality.  
Deprivation increased, triggering a massive depopulation of Lower Broughton and 
other inner city areas and making it hard for shops and other services to keep going.  
Yet while residents do not deny that something needs to be done, many resent the 
way the authorities are going about it.  
George Waite, 63, whose council house on Countess Grove is earmarked for 
clearance, said: “To say that the local community is not happy with the regeneration 
scheme is an understatement. 
“We thought we had a home for life. The tenants are given the opportunity to move 
into smaller accommodation and to pay more rent for the privilege and the owner-
occupiers have the opportunity of buying a smaller property at a price they cannot 
afford. 
“This scheme is good news for the developers, but bad for the Lower Broughton 
community - most of whom don’t want to move.” 
Salford Council says blight made regeneration of Lower Broughton essential. The 
population of Lower Broughton fell from 12,000 to 2,000 in three decades. The area 
suffered from serious crime, health, unemployment and poor housing. 
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Coun Peter Connor, lead member for housing, said: “We are wholly committed to 
community engagement and believe that to succeed the regeneration of the area 
must have the support of existing residents. An innovative programme of 
comprehensive community consultation has developed the proposals to date. 
 
“The design of the new homes and the neighbourhood around them has been 
developed through consultation with the local community.  Wherever possible 
changes have been made to plans but as always there are a number of competing 
factors that have influenced the design and layout of the new development. 
“As well as the offer of a new home all residents are being supported throughout the 
relocation process and will receive full home loss and disturbance compensation to 
help with any move. New properties will be built to modern standards and will offer 
improved levels of comfort and security as current homes.” 
He believes those who are dissatisfied are in the minority.  
“As far as we are aware the majority of residents are very pleased to be offered the 
chance of a brand new home in the regeneration area, he said. 
“The community steering group have voiced their comments and their enthusiasm for 
the new development and proposals. 
“Repopulation of Central Salford is vital if it is to flourish. We believe a mixed 
community offers the best chance for all.” 
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