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BIG ISSUE IN THE NORTH, AUGUST 2007 
 
SALFORD Council could be investigated by the Ombudsman over a housing 
clearance plan which never materialised. 
Residents of Cooperative Street in Langworthy have lodged a complaint with 
the local government watchdog after being forced to sell up – only for 
demolition plans to be later shelved. 
Ten terranced properties on one side of the road were earmarked for 
clearance and owners persuaded to sell up to avoid going through a 
Compulsory Purchase Order. They were given between £10,000 and £13,000 
for the houses. 
It was only later that the area masterplan was changed. Cooperative Street 
was to stay standing, with £770,000 spent on renovating the houses. 
The properties were then used for homeswaps – bought by other Salford 
residents who had been affected by demolition. They are now worth upwards 
of £80,000. 
The experience has left the street’s former residents feeling bitter. One, Kath 
Scott, 63, whose late brother Joe lived in the house next door, says she was 
never even informed that the street was staying up.  
She went to the Ombudsman after Salford MP Hazel Blears refused to take 
on her case – because she now lives in Manchester. She is waiting to hear 
the outcome of the investigation. 
Scott, who from her paid-for house was forced to take on a 13-year mortgage 
at a monthly cost of £450, is also looking for a lawyer willing to take on the 
case. 
She said: “I see myself as a loser in this. That house was paid for, and every 
penny of my savings had gone into it. From that, I have ended up with another 
mortgage at my age.  
“I believe we should be entitled to more compensation than what we were 
given. I hope the ombudsman will help us get justice.” 
Last month [AUG], the Big Issue in the North told how Scott’s neighbours, 
pensioners Pat and Walter Gowenlock, were left heartbroken after having to 
leave their home of 40 years. They claim they were not given the option of 
buying their house back – although the council disputes this – and are also 
upset at the low compensation offer they received.  
Cllr John Merry, leader of Salford City Council, said: "I can understand 
residents' frustration when plans to demolish their homes on Cooperative 
Street were later shelved, but this decision was taken both in response to the 
wishes and concerns of local people who petitioned against the demolition 
and in recognition that the situation was changing on the ground.  
“Revised plans were needed to take into account the positive impact 
investment in the area was already beginning to have on the housing market, 
four years on from when the intial demoltion plans were proposed. 
"We have received notification from the local governemnt ombudsman and 
shall await the outcome of its investigation. However, we remain confident 
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that we have acted appropriately in following procedures and in 
communicating with residents." 
 


