
“MURDER RELEASE” DOC
KEEPS JOB
A Liverpool psychiatrist who
released a patient who then went
on to butcher two sex workers has
not been struck off.
Schizophrenic Mark Corner killed
and dismembered Hanane Parry
and Pauline Stephens in 2003 –
less than a year after being
discharged from hospital.
Last year, a Department of Health
report laid most of the blame on
consultant Eric Birchall, 70, who
discharged Corner knowing he was
abusing drugs and experiencing
murderous thoughts.
A General Medical Council panel
has now ruled that the doctor is fit
to practice and should not be
struck off.

HEALTHY HABITS FOR LIFE
Young people at risk of
homelessness are being helped
to develop healthy habits. 
A new cooking school is one of a
raft of measures aimed at
encouraging residents at
Blackpool Foyer to think about
their health.
The supported housing project,
owned and run by MMHA, part of
Great Places Housing Group,
launched its new programme last
week. 

MORE ELECTED MAYORS?
A think tank is calling for the
introduction of elected mayors in
towns and cities across the North.
The Institute for Public Policy
Research says mayors have
invigorated local politics in places
like Hartlepool and London.
So far, just 13 mayors have been
created – with the last in 2002.
The IPPR is calling on the
government to introduce
mayorships in Manchester,
Sheffield, Leeds and other urban
areas.

ROLE PLAYS FOR REFUGEES
Drama will be used to prepare
refugees and asylum seekers for
the workplace, in a project at
Manchester’s Library Theatre.
The programme will use role-
plays to help them consider real-
life situations they may face in
job interviews and employment.

CIARA LEEMING

Residents have pledged to fight
the destruction of their community
– after demolition plans were given
the go-ahead by their Lake District
council.

Barrow Borough Council has
approved plans that would see 133
homes in its North Central
neighbourhood cleared to make
way for redevelopment.

The £11m project is part of the
government’s Housing Market
Renewal scheme, or Pathfinder,
which uses public funds to bring
“transformational” change to
rundown areas. The
neighbourhood’s high elderly
population is among the reasons
behind the controversial plan.

Four options for the area’s
redevelopment were drawn up and
put to residents in a consultation
last year. In March, the council’s
executive committee followed the
recommendations of its officers by
unanimously giving the green light
to that with the greatest level of
demolition – and least support
from the community.

The demolished properties will
be replaced by around 80 new
homes.

Residents’ preferred choice,
option four – which would see
homeowners given renovation
grants for internal improvements
and council houses improved for
resale – was dismissed as

unworkable because HMR funding
would not be available.

This has now been approved by a
full session of the council.

Executive committee chairman
and council leader, Cllr Bill
Joughin, has told residents he had
the “greatest sympathy” with them
but said: “You can’t make an
omelette without breaking some
eggs.”

But families fighting to save the
streets have accused the council of
ignoring their wishes. Campaigner
Julie Croft said her parents, Eddie,
77, and Eileen, 73, had lived in
their Arthur Street home for 52
years and wanted to stay.

“They and their neighbours have
been there for a long time, and
shouldn’t be kicked out now,” she
said.

“My mum is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
that street. They are being told they
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Demolition approved

will have to leave but will probably
end up in debt.”

Arthur Street resident, Ann
Hillman, said: “They say there are
too many old people living in this
area, and that they need to be
dispersed. It’s the older people who
are being affected worst by this
uncertainty.

“We’re not against regeneration
but are against having our houses
knocked down.”

Cllr Jim Hamezeian, who is
supporting residents, said: “The
council wants to clear the land and
give it on a silver plate to private
developers who will build houses
for middle-class people from other
parts of town.

“Not many people whose home
is being demolished will be able to
afford to come back to the area.

“This isn’t the end of the
campaign – we will fight to stop the
developers from getting the land.”

Residents camaign against the demolition of 133 homes

MARK METCALF

Cameroon’s opposition leader has warned the country
is in crisis – after its president fixed the constitution
to extend his term in office.

With the eyes of the world on Robert Mugabe’s bid
to cling to power in Zimbabwe, Cameroon’s Paul Biya
changed the rules in the impoverished West African
state. 

He could now remain in power until 2018, by which
time he will be 86 and would have ruled for 46 years. 

Ni John Fru Ndi, leader of Cameroon’s opposition
Social Democratic Front (SDF) – and a former
professor at Western Washington University – said his
country was in turmoil.

Two-thirds of the population in the French-speaking
state scratch a living from small-scale agriculture. Life
expectancy is just 52 and unemployment levels have
reached close to 30 per cent.

And then there is the fear and political intimidation.
“People are living in fear, abject poverty, and

uncertainty about the future,” said Ndi. 
“The political situation is characterised by the

abuse of democratic principles, of human rights
violation and the deprivation of civil liberties.

“The regime has completely rejected dialogue.
Public debate and free expression are absent. Radio
and television stations that are critical of government
are closed down. 

“Gun-toting soldiers, policemen and gendarmes in
combat gear are patrolling the streets of our major
towns, intimidating the people and ready to shoot and
kill.”

Liberal Democrat peer Lord Avebury has a long-
standing interest in Cameroon. 

“I would like to see the UK government, European
Union and Commonwealth doing much more,” he told
The Big Issue in the North.

Fear rules in troubled African state
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