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news
Haaf netting gets research boost
Fishermen fighting to overturn
licence restrictions have been
given a boost by new research
into salmon stocks.

Haaf netters have fished the
tides of the Solway Firth for
more than 1,000 years but claim
they are now being regulated to
extinction in the name of
conservation.

Now new findings by the
University of Cumbria suggest
that restricting season length
and fishing hours – rules
brought in progressively over
recent years – are in fact not the
most effective method of
protecting wild salmon stocks.

Haaf netters, who fish for
sport, have faced increasing
restrictions recently. The
Environment Agency (EA) says
these will ensure enough salmon
and trout make it upstream from
the Solway to spawn but the
men suspect the measures
favour wealthy rod fisheries
further up the River Eden.

Scottish haaf netters on the
other side of the estuary enjoy a
season that is six weeks longer
and can fish from Monday
mornings to Friday evenings,
but since 2008 their English
counterparts can only be in the
water on weekdays from 10am-
10pm and face fines if they
break the rules. 

They say that work and
school commitments – together
with varying tide times – mean
fishing can only take place for
about a tenth of that time.

Catches are down by 75 per
cent and a quarter of all the
netsmen have retired in one
season, with just 50 licences
bought in 2008. 

They are prepared to take
their battle to the High Court to
quash the bylaws – a move that
was put on hold in 2008.

Now research into the Eden’s

salmon stocks appears to back
up their view that the system
should be overhauled.

Researchers say the main
threat to future conservation is
not rod or net catches but the
survival of the young salmon –
something that is not currently
measured. These juveniles
migrate to sea and return five
years later to spawn.

The report also shows that it
would be more effective for the
EA to restrict fish catches and
not time in the water – the
approach currently taken with
rod fisheries. 

Researcher Dr Owen Nevin
said: “Limiting fishing effort is a
typical management strategy for
a commercial fishery. But given
the way haaf netters fish, we say
focusing on catch size would be
more responsive and
biologically appropriate.

“This could be a very
adaptive strategy. How long a
haaf netter stands in the estuary
does not affect the number of
fish he catches. Rainfall, flow
rates and tides all have an
impact.

“Linked to this is the fact that
the survival of fish is variable,
depending upon all kinds of
natural factors. If there was
some monitoring of the
juveniles in the river, the
landing quotas could be adapted
as the season goes on, based on
the fish counts.”

Mark Graham of the Solway
Haaf Net Salmon Conservation
Trust, which funded the £5,000
study, would like to see fish
wheels installed in the Eden to
monitor juvenile salmon. 

“We currently have no way of
predicting the runs of salmon
without measuring how many
salmon the river produces. If we
had this continuous data, we
could ensure that all
conservation targets are met
every year,” he said.

The Solway is among the few
places in the UK where haaf
netting is practised. 
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“Focusing on catch
size would be more
responsive.”

Haaf netter Mark Graham. Photo: Ciara Leeming

Goole residents seek p
Opponents of a clearance
scheme hope to get their say
after a compulsory purchase
order was served.

It’s five years since East
Riding of Yorkshire Council
(ERYC) announced plans to
demolish two terraced streets in
the Shuffleton neighbourhood of
Goole, but councillors only
issued the order last month.

During that time all but eight
of the 117 homes have been
tinned up, a developer has been
selected and a planning
application lodged.

But Google Action Group
(GAG), which includes some
owners, is determined to trigger
a public inquiry into the scheme
for Phoenix Street and Richard
Cooper Street. 

GAG would like to see the
existing buildings retained and
refurbished to meet good eco
standards, preserving the

character of the area. And
members believe their
alternative scheme would prove
cheaper for the taxpayer in a
time of recession.

Alan Wilson, who has rented
out a house on Richard Cooper
Street for nine years, said: “It’s a
disgrace. ERYC claims to be a
green council but demolition is
the least green approach to
regenerating this area. Goole’s
an area of acute housing need
yet dozens of properties now
owned by the council are empty.

“They are structurally sound
and would provide good,
affordable housing yet will be
knocked down to clear the way
for new homes. We don’t
understand why the council still
– even now we’re in a recession
– can’t accept that renovation
would be a better use of public
money.” 

Clearance plans were
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unveiled in 2004. Since then
most of the properties – some
owned by housing associations
– have been sold to the council
by agreement. Last year the
project was put out to tender
and now compulsory purchase
orders (CPO) are on their way. 

At the last planning
committee meeting, power to

grant full planning permission
was delegated to the council’s
departmental director.

Developer Peter Ward Homes
wants to halve the number of
dwellings on the streets and
build a mixture of houses and
flats on the site, which also
includes a derelict warehouse.

But the stand-off between the
remaining owners and the local
authority means the whole
process could be delayed for
years as the CPO process runs
its course.

If no objections are received
by this week, ERYC will ask the
Government Office for Yorkshire
and Humber to confirm the
order. An objection will lead to
the scheme being called in for a
public inquiry.

“We have been waiting for
them to issue CPOs quicker so
we can get a public inquiry,”
said Wilson. “It will be
interesting to see how the
council justifies replacing 117
affordable, efficient properties
with 59 that few can afford.”

ERYC dismisses GAG as a
group made up of landlords and
“speculative developers” and
insists it has most Goole
residents on its side. 

Paul Abbott, acting head of
housing and public protection
for the council, said: “We have
always recognised that CPO
would be a lengthy and complex
process. Unfortunately, it is the
only route open to us given that
we want to progress with the
redevelopment of this area of
the town as quickly as possible. 

“The council was always clear
about its intention to redevelop
the area rather than refurbish
the existing properties. As well
as tackling long-running
problems with crime and anti-
social behaviour, this will
enable us to provide a range of
quality, affordable homes to suit
the needs of a broad cross-
section of local people,
including older people and
families, in safe and attractive
surroundings.”
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that the images were not
threatening or insulting, and
that those involved were
legitimately exercising their
rights under the European
Convention on Human Rights.

The five include Jo and Keith

Moodie, whose arrests a year
later in Blackpool were reported
by The Big Issue in the North
and who are pursuing further
legal action after Lancashire’s
police complaints watchdog
admitted officers unlawfully
arrested and assaulted them, and
denied them the right to impart
information to the public.
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LEEDS CRIME DROP
Leeds has recorded a drop of 4,172
violent crime offences since 2004.
In 2005, the Home Office named
Leeds as one of the top 30 cities for
violence, with particular concern
being given to alcohol-related
offences. Nearly 18,000 offences of
violence were recorded in that year,
many relating to serious assaults
and woundings. But 2009 figures
show a reduction to under 12,500
offences to date, with major
reductions in serious assaults.

GREEN FUNDING
Manchester eco-charity Action for
Sustainable Living has won
£435,000 from the Big Lottery
Fund to work with individuals
and groups in the south of the
city on projects that help the
environment. AfSL will use the
four-year funding to promote
community schemes such as
carbon saving, land reclamation
and water conservation, and will
also create a South Manchester
Environmental Forum. AfSL was
helped with its application by
Manchester City Council.

WATER WORKSHOPS
British Waterways will this month
be holding a series of regional
workshops for volunteer groups that
help maintain the country’s canals
and rivers. British Waterways
volunteering teams want to further
understand the aims of objectives
of groups it already works with,
with the aim of establishing a
national trust for the waterways.
Email volunteer@
britishwaterways.co.uk for more
information.

BUSINESS TRAINING
Anyone who wants to set up a
social enterprise in North
Liverpool and South Sefton is
eligible for free training
programmes covering financial
planning, marketing, legal issues
and employment guidelines in six
half-day sessions. The first
programme starts on 25 January,
at Vauxhall Community Training
and Enterprise Centre. Register for
free by contacting Ian Ogilvie on
0151 475 7000 or
ian@pulseregeneration.co.uk.

Got a story? Contact 0161 831 5563 or email: news@bigissuenorth.co.uk News in brief

Animal rights
activists’ payout

Jo Moodie admitted that those
involved in the 2006 protests
intended to shock, “because we
wanted people to see the reality
of the experiments sanctioned
by the government and funded
with public money”.

She added: “None of the
images we used were in any
way manipulated or altered
though. They were all taken
from animal laboratories similar
to the one then being proposed
in Oxford, which is now open.”

She claimed no members of
the public complained. “We
were not doing anything illegal
and we are pleased about the
settlement, which we feel
vindicates our position,” she
said.”

MARK METCALF

Five animal rights activists who
were arrested a total of 20 times
over four months in 2006 have
won substantial damages from
Lancashire Police.

The group were part of a
campaign aiming to block the
opening of a new animal
research laboratory at Oxford
University and were distributing
leaflets and displaying posters
showing images of primate
experiments when on six
separate occasions in Blackpool
and Preston they were arrested.

Subsequent summons were
dropped on five occasions. In
the only case to make it to court
the two defendants were found
not guilty of committing a
breach of Section 5.1 of the
Public Order Act 1986. Under
this it is an offence to display
any writing, sign or visual
representation that is
threatening, abusive or insulting
within the hearing or sight of a
person likely to be caused
harassment, alarm or distress.

Now, following legal action
the police have agreed that their
arrests were unlawful and a
breach of their human rights,

Police have agreed
that their arrests
were unlawful

k public inquiry on demolition

GAG would like to
see the existing
buildings retained

BITN 805_04,05 (News):BITN 759_04,05 (News)  23/12/09  15:28  Page 5


