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Housing smash and grab
A woman whose home is
earmarked for demolition
under a late phase of a
Liverpool regeneration scheme
has claimed she is living a
nightmare.

Alicia Rose, 39, had only
owned her terraced property in
Edge Hill for a month when she
learned from neighbours that
the whole neighbourhood was
going to be torn down under the
city’s Housing Market Renewal
(HMR) programme.

Since that day five years ago,
she has watched her street
progressively empty as housing
associations relocated their
tenants and boarded up their
properties. And over the past 
12 months the bulldozers have
crept closer to her property, as
they cleared streets that fell into
earlier phases.

Today, Winifred Street is
about a third occupied. At some
unspecified date over the next
few years, its residents too will
be forced out, and the land
turned over to developer
Bellway, which is building
around 500 new houses. 

Edge Hill lies on the south
side of Edge Lane, the artery
that joins the M62 to Liverpool
city centre. By the end of the
project, more than 800

residential and commercial
properties will have been
demolished, with some land
given over to the planned
widening of Edge Lane West.

Edge Hill had one of the
highest densities of Victorian
terraces in the Wavertree
renewal zone and suffered from
the worst housing conditions.
The HMR – also known as
Pathfinder – organisation, New
Heartlands, says there is an
over-supply of terraces across
the inner city, which has
suffered from population
decline for decades. 

The new houses will be a
mixture of sizes and tenures. It

is hoped this will help attract
more people to the area – and
prevent existing residents from
moving out.

Rose bought her house after
the clearance plans had been
approved but the decision did
not show up in her surveys. 

At the moment the authorities
will only negotiate
compensation with residents
who agree to buy into new build
schemes. 

Rose said: “I know now that
this area has been earmarked for
demolition for 10 years, and if
I’d known that I never would
have bought this house. 

“It was awful when I found
out. I’d been here four weeks.

“From that point on this has
been in my subconscious. Every
day when I wake up I know this
is all going to be taken away.
We’re living in psychological
limbo and horror. The place is
grim, I can’t make any plans and
the whole thing is getting me
down. They don’t see what
they’re doing to people’s minds.

“Two roads up from me it’s all
been flattened. I’ve got plaster

coming off my walls which 
I think is down to the vibration
of the demolitions. I want
pavements that I don’t trip up
on.”

Rose has had limited contact
with New Heartlands and other
agencies but is unhappy that its
valuation of her home has
dropped to £65,000 as a result of
the recession, while the
replacement homes she was
shown cost £90,000 and
upwards. 

She said: “If they want my
house I want a fair price. I’m
happy to move on – I can
embrace change. But I won’t be
forced into more debt.” 

Elaine Stewart, head of
housing renewal at Liverpool
City Council, said New
Heartlands would be in a
position to buy homes in phase
three of the programme from 
1 April.

She said: “Unfortunately
because this resident didn’t
want to go into a new build
property we haven’t yet been
able to discuss acquiring her
property. 

“However, our funding has
now been confirmed so we’re
about to open up negotiations

with people in her phase.
“If she wants it, she can have

the support of a home
ownership advisory officer to
help her look for something that
meets her needs.

“It must be particularly
frustrating to find out your new
house is down for clearance but
unfortunately that’s something
that she should take up with her
solicitors.” 

CIARA LEEMING

A series of Ciara Leeming’s
features on the Housing
Market Renewal scheme
begins next week.

“The place is grim, 
I can’t make any
plans.”

Rose bought her house unaware it
was earmarked for demolition.
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“If they want my
house I want a fair
price.”
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