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HOUSING AND HOMELESSNESS NEWS

Bulldozer reprieve for homes
Dozens of homes that for years were
scheduled for demolition have been
reprieved – but critics say the plans
do not go far enough.

The Liverpool properties were
condemned under the now defunct
Housing Market Renewal scheme,
which has left parts of the city – and
other urban areas of the north –
scarred with derelict housing and
empty, undeveloped plots.

A small number in Toxteth’s Welsh
Streets and an undisclosed number
in Anfield will, however, now be
spared after the city received 
£13 million of regeneration funds
from central government.    

Launched in 2003, Labour’s
controversial HMR scheme – also
know as Pathfinder – was based on
the idea that many neighbourhoods
were suffering from housing market
collapse. Its solution was
“transformational” regeneration, to
be delivered through publicly-funded
regional programmes. 

Thousands of mostly Victorian
terraces – often with no structural
problems – were declared obsolete
and acquired for clearance before the

Edge: Ringo’s house may be saved but this is “PR stunt”. Photo: Ciara Leeming

credit crunch and the government
spending cuts brought about the
initiative’s early demise. 

Part of the money Liverpool is now
receiving from the Empty Homes
Fund will be used to refurbish and
remodel housing in the Anfield area,
where many of the 600 properties

stand empty. Demolition will still
take place in the area but
consultation will begin over the new
plans this summer. 

In Welsh
Streets, the
childhood
home of Ringo
Starr is among
those now
earmarked for
refurbishment,
following a
visit last week
from housing

minister Grant Shapps. 
But critics claim the Beatle’s

Madryn Street birthplace is being
used to distract attention from the
neighbouring terraces that remain at
risk. Just 32 of the threatened
properties will be refurbished and
put on the market, with the
remainder cleared. Nationally, 5,000
homes are still earmarked for
clearance in former Pathfinder areas.

Clem Cecil, director of Save
Britain’s Heritage – which has
launched judicial review proceedings
against the government over the post-
Pathfinder decision-making process –
said: “Ringo’s birthplace is an
important site, but unless this
heralds the start of a real effort by the
government and local authorities,
together with local residents, to save
Liverpool’s remaining terraces, it is a
pyrrhic victory, secured at the

NORTH RECEIVES MAJORITY OF FUNDING TO RESTORE EMPTY HOMES
Homes left vacant after the failed Housing Market
Renewal Scheme are among thousands across the
north set to be brought back into use through the
government’s Empty Homes Fund.

Almost £58 million has been allocated to councils
in the North West and North East Yorkshire, which is
expected to help regenerate more than 3,400 homes
currently dormant.

The government says the money will help to house
people at risk of homelessness while also providing
employment for local people.

Communities minister Andrew Stunell said: “The
number of empty homes in this country is a national
disgrace – for every two families that need a home
there is one standing empty.

“We need to do much more to tackle this problem.
This government is breathing life back into these
neglected neighbourhoods.”

It is estimated that there are 720,000 homes sitting
empty in England – with 280,000 of these left vacant
for six months or longer.

The latest batch of empty homes funding totals
£85 million and follows £70 million announced in
March for 95 housing projects – over half of which are
in the north and the Midlands – bringing the

coalition’s total investment in empty homes
regeneration to £155 million.

The largest beneficiaries of the funding grants
include Blackburn-with-Darwen Council, which will
receive almost £9.5 million to restore 457 empty
homes, and Liverpool city region (on behalf of
Restore Consortium), which will receive more than
£16.75 million to restore 711 empty homes.

Liz Peace, chief executive of the British Property
Federation, said: “This cash boost will help remove
eyesores from the local communities and rectify lost
incomes for the owner and surrounding landlords. It is
a win-win situation for the owner of empty properties
and the campaign to recycle existing housing stock.”

Empty homes campaigner turned independent
government adviser George Clarke welcomed the
latest funding package.

He said: “This is an amazing opportunity to rethink
the way we refurbish our existing housing stock in
Britain and for communities to declare that empty
homes are unacceptable when there are so many
families in need of a decent home. Although there is
still a long way to go, this is a brilliant start.”

RYAN GALLAGHER

Thousands of
Victorian
terraces – often
with no
problems – were
declared
obsolete
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All vendors selling 
The Big Issue in the North
must abide by the Code of
Conduct, the set of rules
governing how they work.
Outreach teams from The
Big Issue in the North
patrol the streets daily to
check vendors’ behaviour
and to encourage and
support them while
working. Here are some 
of the key rules:

1. Vendors can only sell 
on designated pitches
organised by The Big
Issue in the North.

2. Vendors cannot sell
between 8.00pm and
7.00am (6.00pm in
Liverpool city centre).
Police officers have 
the authority to
confiscate magazines
and badges if they
witness vendors selling
during these hours. 

3. Vendors must always
wear their own badge
when buying or selling
the magazine and only
sell magazines with
their number on.

4. Vendors can only buy
magazines for
themselves.

5. Vendors must not use
physical or verbal
aggression towards the
public or other vendors.

6. Vendors are not allowed
to sell if staff feel they
are unfit to do so.

7. Vendors must stand
when selling; sitting
down is an obstruction
to the public highway
and is illegal.

8. Vendors must not beg
for money using the
magazine. Asking for
spare change or other
items is considered to
be begging.

9. Vendors can only charge
£2.00 for each magazine
and must always give
the customer the
magazine once paid for.
Failing to do so is
fraudulent and may
result in police
involvement.

To comment on vendor
behaviour, please call:
Manchester: 0161 831 5570  
Liverpool: 0151 702 6931
Leeds: 0113 243 9027  

The Big Issue in the North
Trust raises funds to
provide services for
homeless vendors of this
magazine.

VENDOR CODE 
OF CONDUCT
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expense of ordinary people’s homes
and the country’s built heritage.”

David Ireland, chief executive of
charity Empty Homes, added: “The
notion that serviceable houses should
be demolished to make way for a
house building scheme that hasn’t
even been given planning permission
is a dicey game with taxpayer’s
money. 

“The government is rightly
encouraging greater reuse of empty
stock and it’s great news that some of
the houses are to be reused, but this
scheme falls short of what people
have a right to expect after a decade
of badly managed regeneration.”

Resident Nina Edge, from the
Welsh Streets Home Group, has spent
almost a decade fighting to save her
neighbourhood. She said: “We
always hoped that some of this lovely
place could be spared the bulldozer,
especially with so many people in
housing need. Let the media
celebrate the retention of Ringo’s

house – but this PR stunt should not
obscure the sorry fact that Wynnstay,
Veolas, Rhiwlas, Powis, Madryn,
Kinmel, Gwydir, Treborth, Pengwern,
South and Admiral Streets will be
trashed if current thinking prevails.” 

The mayor of Liverpool, Joe
Anderson, said: “We don’t want to
knock houses down for the sake of it
and if we have got the money to save
them we will save them. 

But the problem is that half the
people want demolition and the
other half want us to save the
terraced houses.

“I was brought up in a terraced
house, I still live in a terraced house
and I love them, but we can only save
them if it is economically viable and
the community want it.” 

CIARA LEEMING

“We don’t 
want to knock
houses down
for the sake 
of it”.
Joe Anderson

The demolition of housing within a
Lancashire conservation area will
set a dangerous precedent for
England’s urban heritage, it has been
warned.

Thirty-nine derelict mill-workers’
cottages twice spared the bulldozer
due to their heritage value have
finally run out of luck after the
government approved plans to build
a new primary school in Nelson, East
Lancashire.

They were among 400 Victorian
stone terraces in the Whitefield
neighbourhood that Pendle Borough
Council tried to compulsory
purchase and clear in 2001 and 2003.
Both times the authority lost at
public inquiry after opponents
successfully convinced an inspector
and the secretary of state of their
heritage value.

But rather than being brought back
into use, the mostly boarded-up
houses – which are overwhelmingly
in local authority ownership – were
then left to rot. They are among 1,000
properties in the ward that, since
2004, have been part of a designated
conservation zone.

Proposals were unveiled to
remodel a majority of the buildings –
extending housing choice while
preserving the traditional terraced
streets and drawing on Whitefield’s
historic links to the textile industry
and canalside location.

Then, three years ago, part of the
site was earmarked once again for
clearance – this time to free up land
for a much-needed new primary
school. 

Pendle Borough Council and
Lancashire County Council denied
there were other suitable sites within
the school catchment area and said
bulldozing was the only workable
option. 

Heritage groups and some residents
fought these plans but have now
finally been defeated after the
government gave permission to go
ahead with the demolitions and build
the £3.5 million school, which could
be open within 18 months. 

Campaigner and local historian

Sylvia Wilson, who led opposition to
the compulsory purchase orders in
2001 and 2003, believes a worrying
precedent has been set, with the
government ignoring its own
ministers’ previous decisions.  

She said: “A school was needed for
Whitefield – yes, we all agree. But
the alternative sites that were
available are still standing empty.

“The specialness of what we have
always known as conservation areas
means nothing to those who think
they can stubbornly remove the
communities, history and heritage of
an area by the intervention of
demolition and new build. 

“A precedent has been set by the
new secretary of state, which will
affect all conservation areas in
England – these areas will never be
safe again.

“Whitefield
will now be
vulnerable to
further
interference
and
intervention
from Pendle
Borough
Council, and
further

demolitions will occur sometime in
the future, there is no doubt of that. 

“Whitefield has always had the
charm of a Victorian mill town and a
history even before its inception. It
was the last bastion of Nelson
untouched and virtually intact, right
down to the cobbles under the
tarmac. I grieve for what it could
have become.”

Pendle MP Andrew Stephenson, a
school governor at Whitefield, said:
“After writing to ministers to urge
them to consider this matter I am
delighted that conservation area
consent for demolition has now been
granted. I am in touch with
Lancashire County Council officers
and hope that they will finally be
able to proceed with this much
needed new school.” 

CIARA LEEMING

“Whitefield will
now be
vulnerable 
to further
interference
and
intervention.”

Fight finally over to
retain conservation
area mill cottages
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